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Reno highlights old-meets-new look
Millions spent on Main Street block
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Husband-and-wife team, CEQ Mark Buleziuk (left) and vicepresident Shelley Buleziuk, with architect
Watt Kessler at 272 hiain St

POLL
A local boutigue developer is spending several million dollars to restare a nearly century old, long- Have you taken steps to prepare for higher
vacant, south Main Street office building. mortgage rates?

SpaceyWork.com, owned by the hushand-and-wife team of Mark and Shelley Buleziuk, recently bought  Yes
the former kan Office Solutions building at 272 Main 5t. with the intention of extensively renovating it  No
ingide and out. |

Submit my Vote

They got the ball rolling by ripping down the metal false
facade, which had been installed in the 19605, in a bid to give MOST POPULAR
the building 2 more modern ook, That exposed the ariginal

brick facade and windows, including two stately arched - -
windows on the top floor of the five-storey building.

Inside, they're tearing down the suspended tle cenmgsﬂbabrated by www.PD O J Il (1 8IB0. 1:19:21 PM
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exposing the original soaring ceiling heights -- roughly 5.2
metres to 8.8 metres on the main floor and 3.7 metres on
rmost of the other floors.
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Although they'll be re-cladding the perimeter walls (likely

inside and out), they'll be removing most of the interior walls,
installing new plumbing and electrical systems, new concrete
floors, and exposing the original concrete beams and pillars.
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"We're trying to expose everything," Mark Buleziuk said during
a tour of the building, which is located on the west side of
bain just south of Graham Awvenue. "It's going to be gutted
right out with wide open spaces. YWe want to keep that raw
ook and have old-meets-new as the finished product "
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Buleziuk said they hope to have the interior demalition
completed by Christmas, and to have the main and fifth floors
ready for showing to prospective tenants by next spring.
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The farmer lkon Office Solutions building is
being turned inside-out to make way for new  With roughly 6,500 sguare feet on the main floor (including a

tenants. (KEM GIGLIOTTI/WINMIPEG FREE  mezzanine level) and about 5,500 square feet on each of the
PRESS) other floors, Buleziuk said the building is ideally suited for one

commercial tenant per floor. They'll market it to include 1z
firms, accounting firms and industry associations.

But if a firm wants to rent several floors or the entire building, Buleziuk said they won't turn it down. The
main floor could also be converted to a restaurant or other type of retail space.

"We're really going to take opportunities as they come to us "

The lkon building was built in 1904, heavily damaged by fire the following year, and rebuilt in 1214 1t's
had a wariety of occupants over the years, including Scott Furniture in the early wears, Marth Star Ol in
the 19605, Mational Typewriter frorm 1973 to 1999, and Ikon Business Solutions.

Posted by: LWoodie
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John Pearson, a commercial broker with Shindico Realty Inc ACEC Properties Inc. who co-listed the
huilding for lease or sale with fellow Shindico agent Michael Stronger, said it's been wacant since 2001,

Fearson said YWinnipeg's Thiessen family, which owned MNational Typewriter and also owned the
hwilding, tried off and on to find a replacement tenant after kon left. However, the building needed
gxtensive upgrades, and finally in the spring of this year the family hired Shindico to list it for sale or
lease.

10F &
Fearson and Stronger said as soon as the building was offered for sale, the calls started coming in.
They included inguiries from both local and out-of-province investors, and Space2VWork and one other
local investor made offers. Space2Work's was the clasest to the $695 000 asking price.

The two Realtors said they weren't surprised by the number of parties interested in buying the building.

A 1ot of alder buildings in the downtown are being looked at these days (for redevelopment)," Pearson
said. The city is encouraging such development and making it easier to obtain the necessary permits
and approvals, he said.

Stronger said the fact the [kon building is only a short walk from YWinnipeg Sguare and Portage and
Wain also worked in its favour.

They said the Thiessen family has another wacant office building -- the 100-year-old former MNational After a chance meeting with a doctor

Typewriter building at 639 Portage Ave. - for sale or lease. It's also attracting interest from investors evohlves into a spell-binding romance, a

as far away as California and British Columbia. married woman must choose between the
4 Tamily she loves and the man who has

"But it will likely be a local buyer that buys that one, as well," Pearson predicted, noting they have the '  reawakened her passion for life. Laura and

adwantage of being familiar with the market. & Alec ...

That one is a three-storey building that was designed a3 office or retail space on the main floor, and FRll}view Full Event informationfy

apartments abawve. It's listed for sale at $499,000, and for rent at $12 a square foot.

know of any newswarthy developments in the office, retail, or industrial real estate sectors? Let
reporter kurray Moheill know wia email or at 697-7254
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Ewerything old is new again

Here is some information about Space2VWork com, the Winnipeg boutiqgue development firm owned by
auctioneer/real estate developer Mark Buleziuk and his wife, Shelley:

-- Specializes in acquiring and refurbishingfredeveloping downtown heritage buildings

-- Has purchased four buildings since 2001 -- 3 boutique office building at 179 McDermot Ave., an
officesarehouse building at 120 James Ave., a light industrial/office building at 66 King 5t. and the
farmer Ikon Business solutions office building at 272 Main 5t

-- Recently sold the James Avenue building to a local engineering firm

-- Looking into the feasibility of corverting 66 King St into a retailfresidential complex, with retail on the

main floor and condominiums and/or apartments on the other six floors
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- "we really like these older buildings and we feel we Wiy BHR:
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challenging‘market but we're finally Etarting to see some true change " -- Mark Eluleziak

Republished from the Winnipeg Free Press print edition Ocfober 25, 2070 BS
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POSTED BY: Sober Thought
OCTOBER 25, 2010 AT £:57 PM

I'was driving by that building the other day and | also instantly noticed there was someting different about that
huilding but I'wasn't sure how itwas diferent as | still don't recallwhat it [ooked like before, Clearly not memaorable
though. Good to see & [at ofthese projects are huilding steam. Positive prograss. Lets keep it going with such
innovative policies as the wery smart Tax Increment Financing.
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POSTED BY: chanteuse
OCTOBER 25, 2010 AT 4:28 PM

This is fantastic to see!'Way to go! We need to see more of this! Mow we need to add some more grocery shopping
downtown for added convenience. It's hard to live downtown without a vehicle ifvou don't have easy accessto
necessities.
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POSTED BY: 23117206
OCTOBER 25, 2010 AT 1:05 PM

| have wanted to see that facade torn down for about 30 years, | knew the ariginal brick work was underneath. hiy
head almost spun out of the carwhen | saw what they had done. Brilliant.

Good news: There is money in heritage now. Let's get the rest ofthe heritage buildings backto mint condition.
00 REFORT ABUSIVE COMMERT]

POSTED BY: WpgReader
OCTOBER 25, 2010 AT 11:52 AM

Good for these twol Mice to see some business people inWinnipeg are still willing to put their own money into
projects,
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POSTED BY: The Douche of Earle
OCTOBER 25, 2010 AT 11:15 AM

Greatio see that metal falze facade tormn dovwn! So many nice looking buildings inWinnipeg have heen destroyed by
false facades, cheap stucco finishes, metal siding, and terrible paintjobs. Mice to see a developer bringing back a
huilding to its former glary.
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